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SUB J : RTG TO RELEASE APPROXIMATELY 600 DETAINEES HELD UNDER 
NARC ORDER 22 

1 . DIRECTOR GENERAL OF CORRECTIONS DEPARTMENT THAWI CHUSAP 

TOLD EMBASSY OFFICER IULY 6 THAT RTG PLANS TO RELEASE APPROXIMATELY 
600 PERSONS DETAINED UNDER NARC ORDER 22 ON IULY 10. THAWI 
ESTIMATED PRESENT NUMBER OF ORDER 22 DETAINEES AT 1,600. (ARRESTS 
ARE STILL BEING MADE UNDER THIS ORDER, AND TOTAL NUMBER FLUCTUATES 
UP AND DOWN). HE SAID THERE ARE 129 PERSONS BEING HELD IN THE 
BANGKOK AREA, 44 OF WHOM ARE SCHEDULED TO BE RELEASED ON JULY 
10. PRECISE FIGURES ON THOSE HELD FROM OUTSIDE METROPOLITAN 
BANGKOK ARE NOT YET AVAILABLE TO HIM. 

2. UNDER PRECEDURES ESTABLISHED BY NARC ORDER 22 PERSONS SUSPECTED 
OF ENDANGERING THAI SOCIETY CAN BE ARRESTED AND DETAINED IN REFORM 
CENTERS ON ORDERS FROM THE POLICE COMMISSIONERS IN BANGKOK OR 

BY ANY OF THE 72 PROVINCIAL GOVERNORS. ACCORDING TO THAWI, 
INDIVIDUAL CASES ARE REVIEWED BY THE CORRECTIONS DEPARTMENT EVERY 
30 DAYS TO DETERMINE IF THERE IS SUFFICIENT REASON TO KEEP SUSPECTS 
UNDER DETENTION. THE MOST RECENT, EXACT FIGURES AVAILABLE TO 
THE EMBASSY DATE FROM MAY 1 1 WHEN, FOLLOWING THR RELEASE OF 613 
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DETAINEES, THE NUMBER OF PERSONS HELD UNDER ORDER 22 STOOD AT 1,108. 
EMBASSY EXPECTS TO RECEIVE UPDATED COUNT OF ORDER 22 DETAINEES 
DURING WEEK OF JULY 10. 

3. IN AN ATTEMPT TO DISTINGUISH BEHAVIOR FROM ACTION. CORRECTIONS 
CHIEF THAWI EXPLAINED THAT NARC ORDER 22 WAS APPLIED AGAINST 
PERSONS WHO BEHAVED IMPROPERLY, WHILE THE THAI CRIMINAL CODE WAS 
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DESIGNED TO DEAL WITH THOSE WHO COMMITTED ILLEGAL ACTS. ORDER 
22 LISTS NINE CATEGORIES OF IMPROPER BEHAVIOR: 1) INTIMIDATION 
2) VAGRANCY 3) IMMORALITY 4) TRADING OR AMASSING ILLEGAL ARMS 
5) INSTIGATING UNREST 6) ADVOCATING POLITICAL SYSTEMS OTHER TNA 
THE CONSTITUTIONAL MONARCHY 7) ESTABLISHING GAMBLING DENS OR 
BROTHELS 8) HOARDING GOODS AND PROFITEERING 9) STRIKES AND 
ILLEGAL TERMINATIONS OF EMPLOYMENT CONTRACTS. 

4. OF THE NINE CATEGORIES, POINTS FIVE, SIX AND NINE BEAR MOST 
DIRECTLY ON POLITICAL BEHAVIOR. THAWI SAID THE VAST MAIORITY OF 
THE APPROXIMATELY 1,600 PERSONS PRESENTLY BEING DETAINED UNDER 
ORDER 22 WERE CRIMINAL ELEMENTS WHOSE OFFENSES WERE NOT RPT. NOT 
RELATED TO POLITICS AND WHO WERE IN NO SENSE POLITICAL PRISONERS. 
THE THAI CORRECTIONS DEPARTMENT PROMISED TO FURNISH THE EMBASSY 
WITH A BREAKDOWN OF ORDER 22 DETAINEES BY CATEGORY AS SOON AS 
FIGURES BECOME AVAILABLE. 
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